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Sunlit interior, the artist’s daughter Ellen is playing the piano
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Artist description:
Born on 14th February 1861, Peter Vilhelm Ilsted was one of a number of Danish painters born within
the span of a few years who were to achieve international renown, amongst them Carl Vilhelm Holsøe
(1863-1935), Paul Fischer (1860-1934), Vilhelm Hammershøi (1864-1916) and Peder Mørk Mønsted
(1859-1941).
In his early work, Ilsted was a painter of genre and portraits, however, his sister having married Vilhelm
Hammershøi, he came under the influence of both his brother-in-law and his close friend Carl Holsøe.
As a result of this, he too was to become widely known for his interior scenes. Using the interior of his
home and members of his family as sitters, Ilsted’s subjects would be scenes set in the kitchen
preparing food, or in a dining or drawing room with or without figures, but always with an emphasis on
light and its interplay on surfaces.
Like so many of his Danish contemporaries, Ilsted travelled widely, to Italy, Greece, the Middle East,
Spain and France in 1886, returning to Italy and France in 1891 and to Italy again in 1894 and 1905,
and to England in 1913. Ilsted was widely known throughout Europe, he exhibited at the Paris Salon in
1889, receiving an honourable mention and again in 1890 being awarded a medal, and also in 1900;
he exhibited in Copenhagen 1891-99, Budapest 1906-7, Munich 1909 and 1913, Berlin 1910-11,
Malmo 1914 and Stockholm 1924. Further afield Ilsted exhibited in Chicago in 1893. An artist highly
regarded in Scandinavia, Ilsted was recognised as an artist of International stature and popularity.
His works can be found in museums in: Aalborg; Aarhus; Copenhagen; Krefeld; Paris, Musée d’Orsay
and Randers.
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